OMTA STRINGS THEORY GUIDELINE LEVEL 3

NOTATION OF PITCH

Identify and Draw sharp and natural sign
Violin - any note on the treble staff
Viola — any note on the bass staff
Cello — any note on the alto staff

NOTATION OF RHYTHM

Identify and Draw whole note, half note, quarter note, two-eighth notes
whole rest, half rest, quarter rest
Know the exact meaning of the time signatures of2/4.3/4,4/4
(the number of counts (beats) in each measure and the value of the note receiving one count (beat))

KEY SIGNATURES

Identify C Major, G Major, D Major

HARMONIC STUDY

Identify C, G, and D Major triads in root position

SCALES

Write the major scale pattern of whole steps and half steps— W WHW W W H

INTERVALS

Identify 2nds and 3rds (no distinction — will be major)

TERMINOLOGY
TERMS DEFINITIONS |
8va play one octave higher or one octave lower than the printed notes '
accidental a sharp, flat, or natural not in the key signature

crescendo (cresc. ) =

gradually louder

diminuendo (dim..) e

gradually softer

down bow -
fermata " to hold a note or rest
half step the distance from one finger to the next finger with no space in between

harmonic interval

the distance between two notes which are played together

melodic interval

the distance between two notes which are played separately

natural cancels a sharp or a flat

root the note of the triad that gives the triad its name

slur two or more notes of different pitches played with one bow stroke

triad a chord of three tones, consisting of a root, 3rd and 5th above the root

up bow V i

whole step the distance from one finger to the next finger with a space left out for |
one finger between them !

MUSICAL EXAMPLE

Identify any of the concepts above in a musical example.
REVIEW MATERIAL Level 3 test will contain concepts from previous levels.



OMTA STRINGS THEORY GUIDELINE LEVEL 4

NOTATION OF PITCH
Identify and Draw sharp, flat, and natural sign

Know the correct placement of the sharp, flat, and natural (before the note; after the letter name)

NOTATION OF RHYTHM
Identify and Draw dotted quarter note, single eighth note, and eighth rest

KEY SIGNATURES

Identify and Draw
Violin - C Major, G Major, D Major, A Major, E Major
Viola and Cello — C Major, G Major, D Major, F Major

HARMONIC STUDY
Identify and Draw tonic triads (chords) in root position for C, G, and F Major

SCALES

Write the major scale pattern of whole steps and half steps— W WH W W W H
Identify C, G, D, and F Major Scale

INTERVALS
Identify 2™, 3, and 4" (no distinction) in harmonic and melodic intervals
TERMINOLOGY
TERMS DEFINITIONS
accent a note that is played louder than the notes around it
allegro quick, fast tempo
andante walking tempo
contrary motion | music moving in the opposite direction (two melodies moving in the opposite direction)
B Da Capo, from the beginning
D.C. al Fine return to the beginning and play to Fine
Fine the end
moderato medium or moderate tempo, faster than andante
parallel motion | music moving in the same direction (two melodies moving in the same direction)
tie a curved line connecting two notes of the same pitch lengthening the value of the first note
pizzicato to pluck the strings with a finger
arco play with the bow

MUSICAL EXAMPLE
Identify any of the concepts studied thus far in a musical example.

REVIEW MATERIAL Level 4 test will include material from previous levels.



OMTA STRINGS THEORY GUIDELINE LEVEL 5

NOTATION OF PITCH
Identify and Draw
Violin - 1" 2" and 3" line and space notes above the treble staff
1* and 2™ line and space notes below the treble staff
Viola - 1%2" 3 line and space notes above the alto staff
1* line and space notes below the alto staff
Cello - 1% 2" and 3" line and space notes above the bass staff
1* and 2" line and space notes below the bass staff
Identify and Draw four sixteenth notes beamed
Complete examples of notation in 2/4, 3/4, and 4/4 using notes and rests studied thus far

KEY SIGNATURES AND SCALES
Identify and Draw
All Major keys up to and including A Major (3 sharps), F Major (1 flat) and B flat (2 flats)
Natural and harmonic minor keys of: a (no sharps or flats), e (1 sharp) and d (1 flat)
Draw scales one octave ascending. Use whole notes. Use accidentals as needed.

HARMONIC STUDY
Identify and Draw C, G, D, A, F, and B flat Major triads in root position
a, e, and d minor triads in root position

INTERVALS
Identify and Draw Major 2", Major 3", minor 3™, 4™ and 5th (no distinction) above any note.
TERMINOLOGY
TERMS DEFINITIONS
a tempo return to the original tempo after ritard or accelerando
accelerando (accel.) gradually faster
allegretto slower than allegro and faster than moderato
coda a section or passage added to the end of a musical composition
D.S. Dal Segno, from the sign
D.S. al Fine return to the sign and play to Fine
double stop the playing of two notes at the same time
ff fortissimo, very loud
harmonic minor scale a natural minor scale with a raised 7th scale degree
ledger (leger) lines lines added above or below the staff to increase the range
natural minor scale a scale beginning on the 6th scale degree of the relative Major key
pp pianissimo, very soft

relative major and minor keys

major and minor keys with the same key signature

scale degree

name and/or number given to each note of the scale

MUSICAL EXAMPLE
Identify any of the concepts studied thus far in a musical example.

REVIEW MATERIAL Level 5 test will contain concepts from previous levels.



OMTA STRINGS THEORY GUIDELINE LEVEL 6

NOTATION OF PITCH

Identify and Draw enharmonic spelling of notes

NOTATION OF RHYTHM

i)
Identify and Draw 8" note triplet ( m ) and two sixteenth notes beamed

KEY SIGNATURES AND SCALES
Identify and Draw all Major keys up to and including: A Major (3 sharps) and E flat Major (3 flats)
All harmonic and natural minor keys up to and including: b minor (2 sharps) and g minor (2 flats)

Draw scales one octave ascending. Use whole notes. Use accidentals as needed.

HARMONIC STUDY

Identify and Draw A Major, E flat Major, b minor, and g minor triads in root position

INTERVALS

Identify and Draw Major 2™, Major 3™, and minor 3

d

No distinction intervals of 4™, 5™, 6™, and 7™

TERMINOLOGY

TERMS DEFINITIONS

adagio slow, slower than andante

common time indicated by 4/4 or C

con spirit with spirit

detache separate bow strokes, smoothly connected

dolce sweetly

dominant fifth degree of the scale

enharmonic notes spelled differently but sound the same

g10c0s0 happy or joyful

marcato marked

martele (same with the last ‘e”) staccato bowing with the bow remaining on the string

poco a poco little by little

spiccato staccato bowing with the bow bouncing off the string

subdominant fourth degree of the scale

tonic first degree of the scale

triplet 3 eighth notes played in the time of 2 eighth notes
MUSICAL EXAMPLE

Identify any of the concepts studied thus far in a musical example.

REVIEW MATERIAL Level 6 test will contain concepts for the previous levels.




OMTA STRINGS THEORY GUIDELINE LEVEL 7

NOTATION OF PITCH
Identify and Draw
Violin — any note on the treble and bass staff
Viola - any note on the alto or treble staff
Cello - any note on the bass or treble staff

NOTATION OF RHYTHM AND METER
Identify and Draw dotted quarter rest, single sixteenth note, sixteenth rest
group of 3 eighth notes beamed
Complete examples of notation in 2/4, 3/4, 4/4 and 6/8 using notes and rests studied thus far

KEY SIGNATURES AND SCALES
Identify and Draw all Major keys up to and including: E Major (4 sharps) and A flat Major (4 flats)
All natural and harmonic minor keys up to and including: f sharp minor (3 sharps) and ¢ minor (3 flats)
Draw all scales one octave ascending and descending. Use whole notes. Use accidentals as needed.

HARMONIC STUDY
Identify and Draw tonic (I) root position triads of all Major keys up to and including:
E Major (4 sharps), A flat Major (4 flats)
Tonic (i) root position triads of all harmonic minor keys up to and including:
f sharp minor (3 sharps) and ¢ minor (3 flats)

INTERVALS
Identify and Draw Perfect 4™, Perfect 5", Major 6™, and minor 6"
TERMINOLOGY
TERMS DEFINITIONS
allargando (allarg.) | broadening or slowing
cantabile in a singing style
col legno striking the strings with the bow stick instead of the bar
con with
con moto with motion
espressivo with expression
leading tone seventh degree of the scale
lento slow, slower than adagio
maestoso majestic, dignified
portamento smooth, expressive slide between two pitches
presto very fast, faster than allegro
subito suddenly
tranquillo tranquil, in a quiet style
MUSICAL EXAMPLE

Identify any of the concepts studied thus far in a musical example.

REVIEW MATERIAL Level 7 test will contain concepts from previous levels.



OMTA STRINGS THEORY GUIDELINE LEVEL 8§

NOTATION OF PITCH

Identify and Draw double sharp and double flat
Violin — any note on the treble and bass staff
Viola - any note on the alto or treble staff
Cello - any note on the bass or treble staff

NOTATION OF RHYTHM AND METER
Identify and Draw dotted 8" note, dotted 16" note, dotted 8" rest, dotted 16™ rest, and dotted half rest
Complete examples of notation in 2/4, 3/4, 4/4, 6/8, and 9/8 using notes and rests studied thus far.
Use correct placement of tied notes in writing rhythms agreeable with time signature.

KEY SIGNATURES AND SCALES
Identify and Draw all Major keys up to and including: B Major (5 sharps) and D flat Major (5 flats)
All natural and harmonic minor keys up to and including: ¢ sharp minor (4 sharps) and f minor (4 flats)
Draw all scales one octave ascending and descending. Use whole notes. Use accidentals as needed.

HARMONIC STUDY

Identify and Draw tonic (I) root position triads of all Major keys up to and including:
B Major (§ sharps) and D flat Major (5 flats)
Tonic (i) root position triads of all harmonic minor keys up to and including:
¢ sharp minor (4 sharps) and f minor (4 flats)

INTERVALS

Identify and Draw minor 2", Major 7" and minor 7"

TERMINOLOGY

TERMS

DEFINITIONS

Ist inversion triad

a triad with the 3™ as the lowest note

2nd inversion triad

a triad with the 3™ as the lowest note

agitato

agitated or restless

alla breve

time signature indicating two beats to the measure with a half note receiving one beat

leggiero (leggero) | light

loco return to the normal octave
meno less

meno mosso less motion, slower

non troppo not too much

piu More

piu mosso more motion, faster

root position triad | a triad built in thirds
semplice simple

sempre always

tre corde (t. ¢.)

three strings, release left (soft) pedal

una corda (u. c.)

one string, depress the left (soft) pedal

V7. dominant 7™

a chord built on the fifth scale degree with the added minor seventh interval above the root

MUSICAL EXAMPLE

Identify any of the concepts studied thus far in a musical example.

REVIEW MATERIAL Level 8 test will contain concepts from previous levels.




OMTA AURAL AWARENESS GUIDELINES LEVELS 3-4, 5-6, 7-8

LEVEL 3-4
Recognize

A Tone Sounding | high or low in pitch

forte or piano (loud or soft)

Two Tones as a 2" or 3 (quality will be major)

same or different

2™ tone as higher or lower

2™ tone an octave higher or lower

2" tone as louder or softer

Melody played legato or staccato

growing gradually louder or gradually softer

LEVEL 5-6

Recognize

Intervals as melodic or harmonic — 2", 3™, 4% and 5"

Dynamics crescendo or diminuendo

Scales sound of a Major scale played in parallel or contrary motion
Melody select a pattern played

Rhythm select a pattern played

Tempo accelerando or ritardando

Complete

Rhythm Pattern add a note(s) in ¥ or 4/4 using a single eighth note, quarter note, half note,
or two 8" notes beamed

Melody add a pitch(es) to a stepwise melody in a major key using a quarter note,
single eighth note, two 8" notes beamed

Scale add a note(s) in the key of C, G, F (add accidentals as needed)

Place

| Fermata or Accent | place on a note played in a melody |

LEVEL 7-8
Recognize
Intervals minor 3", Perfect 4" , Perfect 5h
Tempo andante or allegro
Triads (Chords) | Major or minor (root position)
Scales Major, natural, or harmonic minor, contrary or parallel motion
Time Signature | of a rhythm pattern or melody played in 3/4 or 4/4 time
Complete
Rhythm Pattern N =
add note(s) in % or 4/4 using ot
Melody add pitch(es) to a Major or harmonic minor melody using accidentals, notes
on staff and/or ledger lines studied thus far




