
Thomas Labé, Editor 
This busy semester will be drawing to a close in a few days, and I’m taking time to reflect on OMTA 
activities of the past few months.  I so enjoyed attending both the East and West District Conferences 
this year.  Both conferences were well-attended, and the Junior Auditions Winners Recitals were evi-
dence of the fine teaching going on all over Oklahoma. Highlights of the East District Conference 
were Claudette Hudelson’s workshop on “Teaching Composition in the Studio” and a fabulous duo 
recital by Carol Bell and Sandra Meyer.  The West District featured three engaging workshops by 
composer/teacher Kevin Costley (and door prizes for each lunch attendee!). 
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• OMTA Conference - June 3-5, 2010,  
East Central University 

• MT NA Conference - March 20-24, 
2010, Albuquerque 

• Next OMT submissions deadline: 
March 15, 2010 
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The Central Oklahoma Music 
Teachers had their Second 
Annual Clavinova Festival at 
Larsen's Music in OKC 
Dec.11-13.  Two hundred two 
students and fifteen teachers 
participated in this inspiring 
and fun filled event!  There 
was a drawing for a Yamaha 
stage piano model P85 which 
was won by Sandra Vu, a stu-
dent of Janey Hollingsworth. 
 Susan Ogilvy has been giving 
 monthly workshops on the 
Clavinova at Larsen's Music.   
OMTA teachers are invited to 
participate in the workshops 
and join COMTA on their mu-
sical journey into the 21st cen-
tury!  Call COMTA Presi-
dent,Terri Hlubek (405/755-
3965),for more information.    

Conference News! 

Things are developing rapidly for our state conference hosted by East Central University June 3-5 
(meetings on the 3rd, conference on the 4th and 5th.).  Here are some highlights: 
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From The President Elect 

(continued from page 1) 

Appreciation goes to West District Co-Presidents Emily Robinson and Kathryn Hickman (completing her term) and East District Co-
Presidents Kaye Shields (completing her term) and Danny Calhoun.  We welcome Leon Whitesell as incoming West Co-President and 
Michael Dean as incoming East Co-President, as well as Rachel Shmoyer, West District Representative-at-Large. Thanks to all Junior 
Audition chairs and workers, judges, and those who worked behind-the-scenes to make each district conference a special event. 

Special recognition also goes to MTNA/OMTA Competition Chair Heather Lanners and MTNA Chamber Music Chair Carol Bell for 
coordinating the auditions held November 13-14 in Stillwater. The entire OMTA Executive Board has been hard at work with many ac-
tivities and duties, and we will hear their reports at the Winter Board Meeting in Shawnee January 16, 2010. 

MTNA reports that Oklahoma is doing well with member retention, even in these uncertain economic times. Let’s continue to support 
each other in our local associations, and try to say “yes” whenever possible to those asking for help and participation in events and audi-
tions. 

As I write this, the temperature in Norman is falling, and signs of the holidays are everywhere.  Many 
of you are deep in December recitals, church cantatas, and performances of all kinds. I’m wishing 
you joy as you share music, and time to hibernate with family and friends before teaching begins 
again in January. 

Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays, and Happy New Year! 

From Your President 
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Sylvia Ryan, NCTM, 
PRESIDENT, is a third 
generation piano teacher and 
church musician. She received a 
DMA in Piano Performance and 
Pedagogy from OU, studying 
with Digby Bell and Ed Gates. 
She is a founding member of 
NIPTA, the parent organization 
of NAMTA, and NAMTA 
immediate past president. She 
teaches independently in 
Norman. 

(continued from page 1) 

Ingrid Clarfield, guest pedagogy clinician.  Ingrid is a well-known national presenter and is on the faculty of Westminster Choir College.  
She is absolutely one of the most dynamic people you will ever hear. One of her topics will be “Preparing for Auditions and Competi-
tions: Turning Fear Into Fun!”   Get more information at http://www.ingridclarfield.com/home.asp. 

Robert Weirich, conference artist.  Thank you to all who responded to my email earlier this fall.  Due to the enthusiastic response, we 
will indeed be having “Bob and Bach”.  Bach’s greatest masterwork in the opinion of many, the Goldberg Variations, will be presented.  
Bob is on the faculty of the University of Missouri-Kansas City and is a known throughout the world of pianists for his performing, 
speaking, and writing.  He currently writes for Clavier Companion and has a long list of credentials. 

Our College Faculty Forum session will be Hyunsoon Whang and Thomas Lanners presenting “Chopin’s 24 Preludes as Teaching 
Pieces.”   2010 marks the 200th anniversary of Chopin’s birth.  Hyunsoon and Tom are well-known to all of us, having been active in 
OMTA for some time.  Hyunsoon is on the faculty at Cameron University and Tom at Oklahoma State University.  Both have active 
careers in performing and speaking. 

Other sessions are still in the planning stages! 

East Central University’s brand-new facilities housed in the Hallie Brown Fine Arts Center are just beautiful.  Local co-chairs Skye Gar-
cia, Starla Hibler, and Paul Rowe are already at work on the details of the conference. 

Our conference hotel is the Holiday Inn Express, which is very close to ECU.  We already have a dedicated webpage where you may 
view room details and make your reservations: 

http://www.ihg.com/h/d/EX/1/en/rates/ADTOK?groupbookingCode=OMT&_IATAno=99801505 

Although it seems far into the future, the deadline for room reservations is May 3, 2010, one 
month before conference.  Wouldn’t this be a great Christmas present for yourself?  The basic 
$99 conference rate includes a hot breakfast each morning.  Book now!  If you are member of 
the Holiday Inn  Priority Club, you can get points for your stay. 

When you follow the link, it will appear that you are just on the general Holiday Inn Express 
website.  Appearances here are deceiving!  You ARE in the right place.  Scroll close to the bot-
tom of the page and click on the place that says “Corporate, Group & IATA Identification 
(optional)”.  That will open the part of the website that will have OMT as the group booking 
code.  Then “ADA” will automatically appear where the “Destination” and “Selected Hotel” 
occurs.  This seems a little confusing, but will work fine if you follow the directions above!  Contact 
Sandra at sgmeyeromta@gmail.com if you still have trouble accessing the site. 

Sandra Meyer, 
NCTM, President-
Elect, is piano and theory 
faculty member at OBU and a 
church organist/pianist since 1975. 
She has degrees from UMKC 
Conservatory and the University of 
Iowa. She has been active in 
OMTA as a frequent adjudicator 
and workshop presenter, as well as 
holding a number of offices at 
local, district and state levels. 



Never Too Old! 

A Big Thank you to Heather Lanners, the OSU Music school and faculty members who helped make the MTNA, 
OMTA and Marilyn Witcher Competitions a HUGH Success.  Also a Big Thank you to Carol Bell for Coordinating 
the Instrumental Segment. 

District Sr. Auditions are approaching.  Teachers please read the OMTA Handbook carefully.  There are changes as 
well as details that need to be followed by all.  If you have questions, please call or email me.  District Achievement is 
rapidly approaching as well with more details to follow.  Don't hesitate to ask questions if needed.  Best Wishes to all 
in the New Year. 

It’s about time for the theory tests for 2010. Be sure you read the guidelines carefully. They have changed this year. 

There are Levels 1 and 2 for the young ones and for the beginning student. Note a couple of corrections to the guide-
lines:  

Level 2 – Terminology – Dynamics – degrees of loud and soft should be added. 

Level 7 – Notation of Rhythm – Complete: add 6/8  - it should read Examples of notation in 2/4, 3/4, 
4/4 and 6/8 using notes and rests studied thus far. 

The goal of the theory committee was to let each level make a more gradual increase in difficulty. We 
feel that this will at least be a start. Thank you for your participation in the theory program. If you 
have not yet encouraged your students to participate in the theory program, this would be the perfect 
time. 

Membership News 

Page 3 OKLAHOMA MUSIC TEACHER       

MTNA/OMTA 2009 Competition Report 
 
PIANO 
 
MTNA Junior Piano  Teacher 
Winner: Joseph Lee Heather Lanners 
Alternate: Gary Liu  Roger Price 
Honorable Mention: Jenny Ren Greg Fisher 
 
MTNA Senior Piano  Teacher 
Winner Charlotte Dumesnil  Thomas Lanners 
Alternate: Carter Spence  Peggy Spence 
Honorable Mention: Katherine Kim Jeongwon Ham 
 
MTNA Young Artist  Teacher 
Winner: Jeehin Jang  Jeongwon Ham 
Alternate: Jamie Bone  Steven Spooner 
 
OMTA Collegiate Piano A  Teacher 
Winner: Tristi Chan  Hyunsoon Whang 
Alternate: Sarah Walters  Thomas Lanners 
Honorable Mention: Nathan Willy Roger Price 
 
OMTA Collegiate Piano B  Teacher 
Winner: Michiko Saiki  Ronald Chioldi 
Alternate: Sung Eun Yi  Thomas Lanners 
Honorable Mention: Renee Hale Heather Lanners 

Gloria Johnson, 
NCTM, VP for 
Auditions has been a MTNA 
member since 1970 and has 
taught piano for 47 years. She 
continues to study with Aldo 
Mancinelli from Illinois. She is 
also currently MTNA Junior 
Performance Coordinator for the 
South Central Division. Gloria 
maintains a full piano studio of all 
levels of advancement. 

Marily Witcher Junior Honor Teacher 
Winner: Briana Liu   Gloria Johnson 
 
STRINGS 
 
Junior Representative  Teacher 
Philip Gambel   Esther Fellows 
 
Senior Representative  Teacher 
Jessica Fellows   Esther Fellows 
 
WOODWINDS 
 
Senior Winner   Teacher 
Linda Marie Jenkins (flute)  Natalie Syring 
 
Alternate   Teacher 
Katherine Daisy Scott (flute)  Natalie Syring 
 
Honorable Mention  Teacher 
Kimberly A. Boross (flute)  Lisa Hoel 
 
HARP (Collegiate B) 
 
Winner    Teacher 
Lisanne Krautter   Lorelei Barton  

Dena Fate, student of Philelle McBrayer, played a solo on the talent show at the Oklahoma 
Methodist Manor one month before her 101st birthday!  When she was 85 Dena inherited a 
grand piano, so decided she should make use of it.  Starting as a complete beginner, she has 
been taking piano most of the time since then and still enjoys her weekly lesson. 



 
We’re on the Web! 

www.okmta.org 

 
Thomas Labé, Editor 
4 Wall Mountain Trail 

Lawton, Oklahoma   73507 

OKLAHOMA MUSIC TEACHERS ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER 

Phone: (580) 581-2431 
E-mail: thomas.labe@gmail.com 

Happy New Year! 

 


